Swedish naval officer, was the vessel's skipper. The Russian diplomat, delighted to meet these two distinguished travellers, offered to advance the cost of the wire, and the message was sent to Oscar II, King of Sweden and Norway, in Stockholm:
"The Swedish expedition sends greetings to their high patron. Program fulfilled. Northeast Passage executed. An ocean opened to navigation without loss of a single man, without illness, and without damage to the vessel".
One of the last great sea voyages of all time thus came to a successful conclusion. A small, steam-driven vessel, manned by thirty men, accomplished a feat that Europeans have attempted many times during the previous three centuries, a sea voyage from Europe past the shores of Siberia to Bering Strait and the Pacific.
Few people outside Sweden paid much attention to the departure of Vega for its epochal voyage, in July, 1878.
Its return from Japan, sailing around much of the Old World through the South China Sea, the Indian Ocean, the Suez Canal, the Mediterranean, and the Atlantic was reported by the world's press in detail. Vega's arrival in Stockholm, on April 24, 1880, is still celebrated by a formal lecture and dinner, and by the day being called "Vega Day" in the Swedish calendar.
The practical results of the voyage at the time were few, occasional sailings from Europe to the Arctic harbors and river mouths of Siberia. But its long-range implications are very much evident to-day, ~hen the Northern Seaway of the Soviet Union, from Europe via Siberia to the Pacific, is a going concern.
Reading the report on the voyage one is struck by the lack of high adventure, by the comfort the men aboard enjoyed during a long Siberian winter when the ship was frozen in, by the perfectly routine occupations of scientists, officers, and crew pursued during extreme climatic conditions. The Vega expedition remains one of the most successful Arctic voyages of all time, and one of the first voyages when scientific concerns had a higher priority than the excitement of "being first". The credit for this must go to the organizer, Adolf Nordenski61d, who summed it up in this way, some years after his return:
"1 am not a hero. I was not interested in reaching the North Pole. I was merely concerned with finding the way to the Orient, getting my men and myself over there and back home. I am only a practical geographer".
Adolf Nordenski61d, the man who organized and commanded the remarkable expedition to the Northeast Passage, was a native of Finland. When he was born, in 1832, Finland was part of the Russian Empire, though it retained many of the traditions of Swedish rule that ended in 1809. The Nordenski61ds, like the majority of the intellectual, commercial and political leaders of Finland came originally from Sweden, and though they had lived in Finland for well over a century, they had retained ties with the country of their forebears. The family was distinguished :by members who made their name in the arts and sciences: Adolf NordenskiSId's father was a mineralogist, and his son followed in his footsteps, getting his degree in geology and mineralogy at the University of Helsingfors.
When he received his degree in 1857, the memories of the Crimean War were still very much alive, and the Russian authorities in Finland were unusually sensitive to any open criticism of Russian rule. Nordenski61d, speaking at a graduation banquet, spoke in public in a manner the Russians interpreted to be rebellious, and his chances of advancement, of a University career, seemed very dim indeed. NordenskiSld chose to leave Finland for Sweden, that was to become his permanent home.
His career in Sweden was swift and spectacular. After a first journey to Spitsbergen, on a scientific expedition as a geologist, he found himself chosen to become, at the age of twenty-six, head of the division of mineralogy at the National Museum of Sweden, with the courtesy title of Professor. For the next twenty years he worked as a museum administrator, pursued his scientific studies and, most importantly, made seven journeys to the Arctic. Few if any of his contemporaries were as well qualified as Nordenski61d to undertake a major exploratory journey to the Far North.
Four of the expeditions that Nordenski61d participated in during those years were to Spitsbergen, in 1861 Spitsbergen, in ,1864 Spitsbergen, in ,1868 Spitsbergen, in , and 1872 Spitsbergen, in -1873 . On one of the journeys, in 1868, the expedition, under the leadership of Nordenski61d, established a record: on September 18, 1868, Sofia, the small steamer of the expedition, reached 81 degrees 42 minutes north latitude, the furthest north any vessel had reached up to that time.
There was another reason that the 1868 expedition was an important one. Getting funds for scientific expeditions was not easy in those days, yet Nordenski61d was able to enlist the support of the prosperous business community of G6teborg, Sweden's principal port. The leading contributor to the 1868 expedition was the man considered the wealthiest of all Swedes, Oscar Dickson, a G6teborg industrialist. Dickson was bitten by the fever of excitement that goes with exploration and discovery, and became a close friend and unwavering supporter of Nordenski61d's arctic voyages.
By 1872, Nordenski61d collected enough funds to hire a steamship and crew, and purchase enough supplies, for a fifteen-month stay in Spitsbergen. His aim was to attempt a sled journey to the North Pole. Through a
